MILITARY  SECUIUTY                                     53

of that sort* Can the army leaders be blamed for being no
exception in this respect? Security has, of course, a special
meaning for them. They understand it as the hundred per
cent security of military success* Their ideal is the elimina-
tion of chance, or, as unenlightened ages called it, destiny,
Their particular security has reference to the possibility of
attack from other quarters.

Every station must feel threatened so long as war remains
an accepted instrument of policy. Can it really be entirely
eliminated? If as much as the shadow of a chance of war
exists, the military assume the worst as the starting point
of their consideration. The call for security is not confined
* to the West; a glance at Germany's past history is enough
to show that she, too, has a legitimate claim to it. That was
why I placed on record my friend's opinion. It is an opinion
widely held by German patriots, and not confined to the
narrow circle of nationalist imperialists. I confess that I
shared it myself, and that my friend's views seemed to me to
be obviously right.

At the same time, I remember that I replied to him that
it did not seem to me to be entirely true that in 1914-18 the
German military leaders had had no ambitious plans of
conquest and had been concerned merely for defence. The
claim for the Briey mineral basin, I said, had been put
forward on the strength of Germany's armament needs.
There were people who regarded access to the Atlantic as
essential for Germany. As regards the East, I knew from a
good source that Russia's complete defeat would not have
been followed by an acceptable peace even witH the Tsar-
dom. Authoritative military circles had declared as early
as 1916 that important territories must be detached from
Russia and placed under German overlordship. These
included not only the Baltic provinces, the Ukraine, and the
Caucasian oil regioxis, but also a Greater Finland. The
Russian peril was to be liquidated once for all. There was
also a plan for a close alliance with Turkey and the drawirxg
of Persia within the German sphere of influence. The whole
of Africa, too, was declared to be a German sphere of
interest. All this went far beyond Germany's needs for her
futwre security.                                               -r , \